
Abstract
This presentation outlines North Macedonia’s national framework for home-based and palliative care, drawing on WHO and European best practices. Aligned with the 2021–2030 health strategy, it uses the WHO “palliative care house” model, focusing on policy, community, research, workforce training, and access to medicines. 
To achieve Universal Health Coverage, palliative care must be integrated into primary and long-term care. Palliative care that is based almost exclusively at the tertiary level cannot meet the rising demand in North Macedonia from an ageing population. Current gaps will be presented, together with a proposed three-tier model of palliative care, integrated vertically and horizontally in the system to meet local needs.
Key measures include workforce development led by the Centre of Excellence, prescriber accreditation, a national palliative care dataset, evidence-based standards, and a dedicated budget. The framework also calls for adding palliative care codes to health records, competency-based training at all levels, and national palliative care health literacy campaigns.


